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"The Judicial Murder of Ms. Surratt” is a drama by R ch Arada
that is based on the true story of Mary Surratt, the first wonman
judicially executed by the United States governnment. Ms. Surratt
was inplicated in the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln
and, along wth seven other defendants, was tried in 1865 by a
mlitary tribunal for conspiracy to commt nurder.

The play was the 2007 w nner of the Sprenger Lang Foundation's
Nat han M|l er History Play Contest.

The followng is a brief excerpt of a courtroomscene in the play.
The characters in the scene are:

John Bi ngham - prosecut or

Louis Wi chmann - witness/resident at Ms. Surratt's boardi nghouse
Frederick A ken - defense attorney for Ms. Surratt

Ms. Mary Surratt - defendant

Anna Surratt - wtness/daughter of Ms. Surratt
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Bl NGHAM

And, M. Weichmann, when did you | ast see John Surratt?
V\EI CHVANN

That would be April third. He had returned from R chnond.
Bl NGHAM

Ri chmond?
V\EI CHVANN

Yes, sir. That's what he said. He drove down in |late March and
returned the day the news of the fall of R chnond was received.
He was i ncredul ous about that. Said he had seen Jefferson Davis,
and Davis had told himthat R chnond woul dn't be evacuat ed.

Bl NGHAM
He personally spoke to Jefferson Davis!
V\EI CHVANN
That's what he clained. Then he told nme he was going to Mntreal.
He left that evening. 1've not seen him since.
Bl NGHAM
When was the accused, Lewis Payne, |ast at the boardi nghouse?
V\EI CHVANN
April seventeenth. The night Ms. and Mss Surratt were arrested.
Bl NGHAM
Descri be what occurred.
V\EI CHVANN

Pol i ce were questioning everyone. There was a knock at the door.
Lo and behold, it's M. Payne cone | ooking for a neal and a pl ace
torest. Ddn't take long for the police to figure out he was
the one they were looking for in the attack on Secretary Seward.

Bl NGHAM
This was the same man who had stayed at the boardi nhghouse on
mul ti pl e occasi ons.

VEI CHMANN
Yes, sir.

Bl NGHAM
Took nmeals with Ms. Surratt?

VEI CHMANN
Yes, sir.

Bl NGHAM

Ms. Surratt knew himfromthose occasi ons?
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VEI CHMVANN
Yes, sir.

Bl NGHAM
And, when police asked her to identify himthat evening, what did
she say?

VEI CHVANN
She said she'd never seen himbefore in her life.

Bl NGHAM
One thing nore, M. Wi chmann.

( BI NGHAM pr oduces the
phot ogr aph of Booth.)

Bl NGHAM
Do you recogni ze this?

V\EI CHVANN
It's a photograph of John WI kes Boot h.

Bl NGHAM
Were have you seen this photograph?

V\EI CHVANN
In the Surratt boardi nghouse. It was seized the night of the
arrests.

Bl NGHAM
Where, specifically, was it?

V\EI CHVANN

It was hidden behi nd anot her picture.

Bl NGHAM
A secreted photograph of the assassin. Thank you.

(BINGHAM sits. AIKEN ri ses
to begin cross-exam nation.)

Al KEN
Just so we're clear on the point...you were with Mary Surratt
pretty much all day on April fourteenth. Correct?

VEI CHMVANN
After | returned fromthe office. Yes.

Al KEN
After you returned, was she out of your sight for any |ong periods
of time...say, nore than twenty m nutes?

VEI CHVANN
No. We stuck pretty close together that day.
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Al KEN
And what about that evening? Wen did you return to the
boar di nghouse?

VEI CHVANN
About hal f-past eight or nine.
Al KEN
Then what ?
VEI CHVANN
W started supper.
Al KEN
You remai ned in her conpany the whole of the evening?
VEI CHVANN
Well, about ten mnutes after we got back, someone rang the front
door bell. It was answered by Ms. Surratt, and | heard footsteps

go into the parlor and imedi ately go out again. She couldn't
have been gone a mnute. Aside fromthat, we were nostly within
si ght of each other until she retired for the evening.

Al KEN
At any tine that day, did Ms. Surratt say anything to suggest
she was aware of anything special planned to happen that night?

V\EI CHVANN
No.

Al KEN
Did she nmention anythi ng about shooting irons or people calling
for thenf

VEI CHMVANN
Not that | heard.

Al KEN
As you chose to spend so nmuch tinme with her, would it be safe to
say you found Ms. Surratt a wonan of good character?

V\EI CHVANN
During the whole tinme |I've known her, her character, as far as |
coul d judge, was exenplary and |ady-like in every particular.
And her conduct, in a religious and noral sense, altogether
exenpl ary.

Al KEN
Her eyesight is anything but exenplary, though. Isn't that true?

VEI CHVANN
She has conpl ai ned of poor eyes.



THE JUDI G AL MURDER OF MRS. SURRATT -- Rich Amada 5

Al KEN
Especially at night.

VEI CHVANN
| suppose.

Al KEN

When it would be difficult for her to recognize soneone in the
dar k.

VEElI CHVANN
| suppose.

Al KEN
The night the police were at the boardi nghouse...what was M.
Payne wearing when he arrived unexpectedly?

VEI CHVANN
He was dressed |ike a | aborer, carrying a pickax...wth a makeshift
st ocki ng cap on his head.

Al KEN
Had you seen himthis way before?

VEI CHVANN
No.

Al KEN

And it was this disguised man, in the darkness of evening, that

Ms. Surratt, with her poor eyes, was asked to identify during a
state of great agitation -- that is, at a time when mlitary police
had burst into her honme. Have | stated that accurately?

VEI CHVANN
Yes.

Al KEN
Now, |'ve reviewed a list of property seized fromthe
boar di nghouse. Anong those itens was a box containing a cipher
al phabet, such as was used by the Confederacy to send coded
messages. Can you tell us who that box bel onged to?

V\EI CHVANN
It was m ne.
(Qui ckly and anxi ousl y)
But, if I may explain...l got it while | was a clerk in the War
Departnment. This man, Howell, taught ne how to use it -- just
for fun. W never corresponded in cipher. The only use | ever
made of it was to wite out a poemof Longfellows in it.

Al KEN
How cl ever of you....M. Wichmann, | believe you said you went
to the police after you "put things together."
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VEI CHVANN
That's right.

Al KEN
In fact, the police arrested you as a prine suspect.

Bl NGHAM
(bj ection! Many were questioned by the police in the days
foll ow ng the assassination. The witness was never charged with
any crine.

Al KEN
My inquiry goes toward the notivation of this witness's testinony.
He clains to have had suspicions as far back as March. And yet

it all becane clear to himonly after his own arrest. If | show
that his turning state's evidence is in lieu of his own indictnent,
| think it will inpair the value of his testinony.

Bl NGHAM

| f defense counsel hopes to inpeach this witness's credibility by
allusion to sone, as yet, unproved crimnal culpability, he nust
first lay the foundation

Al KEN
"1l rephrase.... M. Wichmann, is it your habit to consort with
peopl e you deemto be capable of crimnal behavior?
V\EI CHVANN
Certainly not.
Al KEN
And you' ve known John Surratt for how | ong?
V\EI CHVANN
Seven years.
Al KEN

Prior to March, did you ever consider himto be a man capabl e of
hei nous crimnal acts?

VEI CHVANN
| woul d have been the last man in the world to suspect John
Surratt -- ny school-mate -- of the nurder of the President of
the United States.

Al KEN
Yet you sit here in this courtroomtoday asking us to believe
your story -- your version of the story -- that inplicates your

long-tine friend and conveniently deflects all suspicion away
fromyourself. You were in the boardi nghouse! You were at the
tavern! You were having drinks in Booth's roomat the National!
He's sendi ng you di spatches with coded nessages!

( MORE)
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Al KEN ( CONT' D)
(I'ncredul ously sarcastic)
But you knew nothing until after your own arrest! Aren't you
just hurling a friend to the lions in order to save your own skin?!
Forfeiting friendship for the State's forgiveness!

V\EI CHVANN
| don't believe that | forfeited ny friendship to himby nentioning
my suspicions to the authorities. Rather, he forfeited his
friendship to ne.

Al KEN
By telling you to m nd your own busi ness?

V\EI CHVANN
No. By placing nme in the position in which I now stand --
testifying against him Wen ny suspicions of danger to the
government were aroused, | preferred the governnent to John
Surratt.

(The gavel bangs, and the
lights go out on all of

the stage except the defense
tabl e, where AIKEN joins
MRS. SURRATT.)

MRS. SURRATT
| don't like the way it's going. It's not going well.

Al KEN
It's going about as well as we can expect at this point. This is
the prosecution's case. Qurs is yet to cone.

MRS. SURRATT
| don't have a good feeling about it.

Al KEN
Anna needs to testify.

MRS. SURRATT

No.

Al KEN
She needs- -

MRS. SURRATT
No!

Al KEN
She wants to.

MRS. SURRATT
Hasn't the poor girl been put through enough humliation?
( MORE)
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MRS. SURRATT ( CONT' D)
| can't change that. But | can spare her the need to sit in that
chair and have her life stripped bare and fl ogged while the world
gawks.

Al KEN
They're letting the ones who testify get out of jail. As soon as
she's off the stand, they'll turn her |oose. She'll be free.

(Thi s new argunent appears
to be working.)

Al KEN
Let nme call Anna.

(MRS. SURRATT nods.)

Al KEN
It'll be short. | promse. There are just a few things she can
clarify for the court. Such as--

(Lights conme up on the
witness chair. ANNA is
seated there and testifying
in a pleasant deneanor.)

ANNA
The pictures?

Al KEN

(Direct exam nation)

Yes. In particular, the Confederate | eaders photographs that
were in your nother's house.

ANNA
VWll, those were mne. | owned photographs of Davis, Stephens,

Beaur egard, Stonewall Jackson, and perhaps a few other | eaders of
the rebellion. M father gave themto ne before his death. And
| prize themon his account, if on nobody el se's.

Al KEN
Was your ownership of these photographs in any way a political
st at enent ?

ANNA
No, sir. As | said, their significance to me was only that they
canme fromny father. And | kept themright up to the day the
police cane for us and took all the pictures with them | think
it"'s only fair to say | al so had phot ographs of Uni on generals.
General Mcdellan, CGeneral Gant, and General Joe Hooker.

(Al KEN approaches ANNA with
a framed picture.)
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Al KEN
Do you recogni ze this?

ANNA
That picture belonged to nme. |It's called "Mrning, Noon, and
Night." It was given to nme by Louis Weichmann, and | put a

phot ograph of John W/ kes Booth behind it.

Al KEN
Why did you have a photograph of John W I kes Boot h?

ANNA
| went with my friend, Mss Honora Fitzpatrick, to a daguerrean
gallery one day to get her a picture. W saw sone photographs of
M. Booth there. And, being acquainted with him we bought two
and took them hone.

Al KEN
Thank you, Mss Surratt.

(AIKEN sits. Bl NGHAM begi ns
hi s cross-exam nation.)

Bl NGHAM
A sinple collection of photographic images. A hobby. Al
perfectly innocent.

ANNA
Perfectly.
Bl NGHAM
So why hide the picture of Booth?
ANNA
Well...ny brother thought |I shouldn't have such a thing. And I

wasn't exactly sure M. Wi chmann approved, either.

Bl NGHAM
So you stuffed it behind the picture Weichmann gave you. Your
i dea of irony? Wre you playing the nen off each other?

ANNA
No!

Bl NGHAM
Trying to make one jeal ous?

ANNA
No!

Bl NGHAM

So why shoul d your brother care what pictures you have? What did
he have to hide?
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Al KEN
ojection! Calls for specul ation.

Bl NGHAM
Wthdrawmn. Were you frequently present when John W/I kes Booth
vi sited the boardi nghouse?

ANNA
Yes.
Bl NGHAM
Did he ask for you when he visited?
ANNA
He'd ask for Johnny. O -- if Johnny wasn't hone -- M.
Bl NGHAM
So, as best you can tell, he wasn't comng to see you. Yet you're

coveting his picture. Wat did he nean to you that you should
risk the wath of famly and friend just to possess his inmage?

ANNA
(Fl ustered)
|, uh...
Bl NGHAM
You coveted his picture because you coveted hinm Isn't that so?!
ANNA
Bl NGHAM
And you' d do anything for him  Anyt hi ng!
Al KEN
oj ection! Counsel is badgering the w tness!
Bl NGHAM
Li ke your nother woul d do anything for you and your brother!
Such as aiding and abetting the man you both | oved -- John WI kes
Boot h! !
Al KEN
(bj ection!!
Bl NGHAM
That's why Booth was there!! Isn't it?!
Al KEN
(bj ection!!
ANNA

(On the verge of tears)
He...He... M. Booth was...entertaining.



